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Our honorary advisors:
An encounter with Neil Shicoff
by Mati Zeti-Elboim

oward the Jewish Passover Holidays, the Israeli Opera House
presented "La Juive" by Halevy.
This was an obvious choice, since the
second act of the opera is dedicated to
the "Seder"-the ritual Passover meal
which commemorates the flight of the
Jews from Egypt (by reading its story
and eating "matzot': the unfinished
bread taken on the exodus).
The PR director of the Israeli Opera,
knowing my series of radio programs
of "Great Jewish tenors of the past;'
approached me the week before with a
question:
Would I prepare a program on Neil
Shicoff, who was coming to Israel to
sing Eleazar?
"But Shicoff is still living with us and
I hope he lives to 120 :• I answered,
"and my show presents past Jewish
tenors!!" But-after a short hesitation
- I agreed to do it.
I met with Neil and his lovely wife,
Dawn Kotoski (a former opera singer)
for an hour after his rehearsal (directed
by Daniel Oren). Before we settled
down, I told him a story:
"You may not remember, but this is
not our first mee,ir,g. I was in London
around 25 years ago, and I had gone

T

INSIDE THE Newsletter

• 2011 US conference
• Upcoming
commemorative
events
• Astounding live
performances:
the4-CD set

to Covent-Garden to see The Tales of
Hoffmann.
That evening the conductor was Sir
Georg Solti and the role of Hoffmann
was supposed to be sung by Placido
Domingo; but Domingo was replaced
by a young American tenor named
Neil Shicoff. I was astounded by his
great voice and dramatic performance.
Everybody in the audience was deeply
impressed, and many said he was
better than Domingo.
After the final curtain call, I ran to
the stage door to meet with the sensational young tenor, and when my turn
came, I whfapered into his ear: do you
have any relationship to the Cantor my
late father used to admire so muchSydney Shicoff ?? ! !
I whispered, because at that time
not many artists were willing to
publicly admit they were Jewish, but
Neil answered with no hesitation,
"Yes, he is indeed my father!!"
After I reminded him of this first
meeting, we started to discuss the possibility of making the radio program. I
asked him about past tenors and their
influence on him, especially at the
NEIL SH ICOFF continued on page 6
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Major news from the Swedish centennial committee
& upcoming events
real estate magnate Stefan Sundh,
(coincidentally, Bengt Krantz's cousin),
and a sizeable award from Barbro
Osher's Pro Suecia Foundation.
There were also two smaller private
donations. Among the many activities
below which are made possible by
these donations, the Scandinavian
Sallskapet h as also made a very large
and helpful donation to the JBS-USA
CD project (as has the British Society).

Ljustero Bygdegard. Berti! Bengtsson
presents Jussi.
August 28
Stockholm, Skansen, Solliden.
Memorial concert with Mats Carlsson
and Nils Olsson (Sallskapet Prize
winners) among others, and talk by
Berti! Bengtsson .

Here is the roster of memorial and
commemorative activities as of this
wr iting:

2010
July 12-13

Voxna. "Jussi days" commemorations
and concerts.
July 18

Stora Tuna Church, 6 PM. Concert
with soloists from the "Opera pa
Skaret" Boheme production (Yana
Klein, Cesar Gutierrez, Ole Jorgen
Kristiansen)
The Jussi Bjtirling Centenary 2011 is under
patronage ofH.M. the King of Sweden

n a powerful impulse of national
pride, H .M. King Carl XVI
Gustaf has becom e the official
patron of the Jussi Bjorling centennial
celebrations. The centennial committee
has also gathered in a significant
financial contribution from Swedish

I

August 16
Stockholm , Royal Palace. "Music at the
royal palace" concert with members of
the Royal Opera and Opera School
August 19
Siaro, Jussi's sin ging studio. Ljustero
Festival opened. There will also be an
exhibition about Jussi during the
festival and a book about his life on
Siaro and Ljustero will be published.
August 21
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The cover ofJacob Forsell's upcoming book

September, 2010
lssue of}acob Forsell's book, "Jussi,
Sangen Manniskan Bilderna (The
music, the m an, the pictures)"
September9
Borlange, Stora Tun a Church.
Memorial choral concert with
conclusion at Jussi Bjorling's gravesite.
Soloist: Carolina Dengtsdotter Ljung.
September 10
New York, Auditorium of Christ
Church, Park Ave. & 60th St. The

Vocal Record Collectors' Society
meeting, and official launch of the CD
set JUSSI BJORLING LIVE; Dan Shea
and Seth Winner.

Orebro, Trefaldighetskyrkan. Concert
with the "New Bjorling Quartet" in
memory ofJussi's debut there in 1915.

Note: please either A) join the
on-line Yahoo group site for meeting
updates (at Yahoogroups.com it is
possible to read messages without
necessarily receiving the mail in your
inbox), or B) check our web site
(jussbjorlingsociety.org) for updates
on NY gatherings.

2011

September 3-4
Stockholm. JB Conference.
September 5-6
Borlange. Conference continues

January 13
Vienna. Memorial concert including
tenor Piotr Beczala and Lars Bjorling,
and exhibition at the Vienna Opera
February2

September 11
London. Swedenborg Hall, 2-6 PM.
A special event featuring a talk on JB's

Premiere for Torbjorn Lindqvist's
planned film at Swedish digital cinemas

UK career by noted critic John Steane,
and an audio-visual presentation by
Richard Copeman. There will be a
tenor recital and Richard also hopes
to include a backstage tour of Covent
Garden. This will be the official UK
launch of the CD set; open to the
public. Cost: 10 pounds.

February 5
Borlange, Mission Church. Concert
with Mats Carlsson.

Septem_ber 11
Stromsbruk. Memorial concert.
September 12
Stromsbruk. Presentation by Yrsa
Stenius or Harald Henrysson.
September 26
Borlange. Mission Church. Concert
by tenor Fredrik de Jounge including
Erik Odde material.
October 23
Stockholm, Concert hall, 3-5 PM.
Official presentation of the new
CD set.

Stockholm, Royal Opera. Memorial
concert.

November 10-11
Stromsbruk. Memorial concert
November 18
Stora Tuna Church. Memorial concert
with soloists and the Dalarna
Sinfonietta.

Stora Tuna Church

February5
Montreal. Memorial concert with
Mario Tedeschi.
February23
Stockholm, Concert Hall. Memorial
concert with Bryn Terfel.
Mayl4
Borlange, Hagaskolan. Spring festival
in memory ofJussi with local
orchestra, choirs and four soloists
(incl. Carolina Bengtsdotter Ljung).
June 22-26
St. Peter, MN. Conference with Jussi
Bjorling Society-USA
July 11 - 12
Voxna. "Jussi days"
September 2 ·

&--'

December 12
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((Jussi Bjorling Live: Broadcast Concerts 193 7 - 1960"
Recordings ofJussi Bjorling's American Broadcast Con certs (1937 - 1956) and O ther Rar e Recordings
(1920- 1960), On Schedule for Release in September 2010
by Dan Shea

Jussi Bjorling, live from coast to coast

ussi Bjorling introduced himself to
America not by his first performances at the Metropolitan Opera
starting in 1938, but rather in a remarkable series of th ree nationwide radio
broadcasts made during 1937, on November 28 and December 5 and 19. As
you can hear from a few surviving
recordings made of those broadcasts,
the 26-year-old tenor's brilliant voice
and innate musicality projected beautifully through the microphone and the
resulting attention enabled him to get a
quick start on what became a major career in this country.

J

4 July 2010

Interestingly, the radio network that
produced those three con certs apparently managed to record all three of
them, but the known recordings of the
first and third concerts h ave not survived well and do not provide very
pleasurable listening (Of course we are
glad to have at least some trace of announcer Milton Cross's warm introduction of young Jussi and of his
performance of arias from Boheme and
Rigoletto as well as a duet from Cavalleria rusticana with Maria Jeritza from
the first concert, and of "Celeste Aida"
and "Land, du valsignade;' apparently
from the third concert, whatever their
condition !).
Unfortu nately the early lacquer-surfaced discs that were used for recording at that time were easily ruined by
repeated playback with blunt needles,
and it seems to have been the very attractiveness ofJussi's singing that may
have doomed many of the recordings
of that singing.
Luckily at least one copy of a recording of the December 5 concert did
survive in reasonably good condition,
thanks to a Swedish collector who
made a copy available to the Swedish
Radio's archive. And thanks to Harald
Henrysson's connections to that archive,
and the always-helpful cooperation of
the Bjorling Museum in Borlange, we
now can make available Jussi's performances in that second concert in
the "best-available" known recording.
The Jussi Bji.irling Society has been
working for most of the past decade to
recover quality recordings of the radio
broadcasts m«de by the great Swedish
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tenor during his visits to America during the years 1937 to 1959. Thanks to
the essential support of collectors in
the US and Sweden , and to the Bjorling
Museum and its past and present curators, as well as to the cooperation of
the Bjorling family, considerable
progress has been made in this task of
collecting the best-possible copies: a
wonderful story of friendly cooperation , not always to be assumed among
collectors of this genre of recordings!
Good sources are important, but the
latest technology of sound-engineering
can lead to dramatic improvements,
and we have been fortunate to have
one of today's leaders in the field, Seth
Winner, as ace engineer for our project. Even better, as a long-time admirer of our tenor, Seth h ad himself
accumulated some extraordinary
recordings of Bjorling performances
that he has made available for this
project. The results to date are extraordinary, as you will soon be able to hear
for yourselves.
In fact you can sample some of our
work, by listening to the sound dips
made available at our website
http://www.jussibjorlingso ciety.org
(1) From t he Voice of Firestone
program of November 19, 1945, listen
to the opening announcements and
Idabelle Firestone standard "If I could
tell you" and then Jussi singing the
Stephen Foster favorite, "I dream of
Jeanie with the light brown hair:'
(2), (3) Two excerpts from the
October 23, 1949 Standard Hour concert from San Francisco: a very showy
"Che gelida manina" and a powerful

''Ah, fuyez, douce image."
(4) From the September 30, 195 1,
Standard Hour concert, we offer what
might be Jussi's best performance of
Tosti's song 'Talba separa dalla luce
l'ombra."
The story of how we were able to
obtain and reproduce the Carnegie
Hall concert of April 11, 1949, a benefit for the Swedish Seamen's Welfare
Fund called "Sweden in Music;• is a
fine one. In brief:
A major hero here is Swedish collector Harold Lowing who was able to
obtain the original lacquer discs of the
WNYC-FM broadcast and keep them
in ideal condition. In December 2009
Harald Henrysson explained our project
to Harold and got his permission to
carry the entire concert (a heavy set
of six 16" transcription disks) with
his luggage to wife Sue's home in
Charleston, for mailing on to Seth
Winner's sound studio on Long Island.
There Seth Winner performed some
prodigies of applied chemistry and
physics to scrub a certain mold from
the discs and then prepare the grooves
with a lubricant that would allow optimal p layback. Next Seth digitized the
sound signals and could begin to use
electronic harmonic analysis to bring
out the music in the transformed
recording.
(5) We provide a sample of Jussi's
last encore on that occasion, the lovely
Peterson-Berger song "Jungfrun
under !ind:'
(6) We end with one of Jussi's standard encores, from the Bell Telephone
Hour broadcast of March 15, 1948:
Listen to Orlando Morgan's "Clorinda"
and just imagine that voice being used
to much better effect in a song by
Schubert, Strauss, or Rachmaninov!
Luckily we have lots of those in our
complete edition as described below,
and due off the presses in late summer.

Here is a list of the contents of CDs
1-4 ( with CD 4 still slightly preliminary):
Jussi Bjorling Live - CDs 1-3:
"American broadcast concerts
1945-1956" and CD 4: "American
and Swedish Radio Concerts and
Rarities 1920-1960!'

[Notation from JBP =JB Phonography,
by H. Henrysson (1993):
(XYOA) refers to the A-th recorded
performance ofyear I9XY, thus (4504)
refers to 4th recorded performance of
year 1945.]
CD l: American Broadcast Concerts
1945-1951
Voice of Firestone, 19 Nov.1945 (4504)
Ifl could tell you; An Sylvia; Le reve
(Manon); Jeanie, M'appari; In my
garden.

VofF, 21 Jan.1946 (4602), with 2nd and
4th selections sung with E. Steber:
Jf I could tell you; Will you remember
(Romberg); For you alone; Miserere
(Trovato re).

CD 2: American Radio Concerts
1949-1951
Standard Hour, 23 Oct. 1949 (4906),
2nd & 4th selections are duets w.
A-L Bjorling:
Che gelida; 0 soave (Boheme); Ah!
fuyez (Manon); Chamber scene

(Romeo et Juliette).
Standard Hour, 30 Sept. 1951 (5108),
4th selection a duet w. B. Sayao:
Cielo e mar!; I.:alba separa; E lucevan
(Tosca); Chamber scene (Romeo et
Juliette).
Sweden in Music, 11 April 1949
(4902), Carnegie Hall.
Five Swedish songs (Soderman,
Alfven, Sjogren, Rangstrom, P-B) +
Cal ba separa
CD 3: American Broadcast Concerts
1948-1956
Bell Tel. Hr, March 15, 1948 (4801)
Mattinata; Lilacs; Clorinda; Je suis
seul. .. Ah! fuyez

Bell Tel. Hr, April 4, 1949 (4901)
Standchen (Schubert); Neapolitan love
song; Addio alla mamma (Cavalleria
rusticana).

VofF, 25 March 1946 (4603)

If I could tell you; Jeg elsker dig;
Berceuse (Jocelyn); Because; Neapolitan love song; In my garden.
Ford Sunday Evening Hour, 12 May
1946 (4605)
Salut! demeure (Faust); Jungfrun
under !ind; Land, du valsignade;
Mother o'mine.
SFOpera, 25 Sept. I 949 (4905)
0 soave fanciulla (w. Albanese; Kritz).
We, the People, 16 Feb. 1951 (A72) [p.
234 ofJBP], audio portion of telecast.
Interview with Dorothy Caruso, Vesti
la giubba (Pagliacci).

Bell Tel. Hr, Nov. 7, 1949 (4907)
Standchen (Strauss); Jeanie; Che
gelida manina.
Bell Tel. Hr, Oct. 23, 1950 (5006)
0 paradiso; In silence of night;
Zueignung; Come un bel di (Andrea

Chenier).
Bell Tel. Hr, Jan.8, 1951 (5101)
Le reve (Manon); Jungfrun under !ind;
For you alone; Donna non vidi mai
(Manon Lese.)

CONCERTS continued on page 6
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CONCERTS co11ti11ued from page 5

Christmas concert, Stockholm-area
hospital radio network, Dec. 20, 1954

Producer's Showcase, Jan. 30, 1956
(5601), audio of telecast with R. Tebaldi:
0 sventata; Ch e gelida manina; Mi

(5406)
Jn fernem Land (Lohengrin); Nar jag for
mig sjalv; Cantique de Noel; Till havs.

chiamano Mimi; 0 soave fanciulla

(Boheme).
CD 4: American and Swedish Radio
Concerts and Rarities 1920-1960
JB Greets America, Oct. 3, 1937 (3705)
Spoken greeting addressed to Milton
Cross about upcoming radio concerts.
GM Concert: Opera night, Dec. 5, 1937
(3708)
Recondita armonia (Tosca); 0 paradiso

(Lafricana); Solenne in quesfora (Forza)
with D. Dixon; Quittons ce lieu... Anges
purs (Faust) with Dixon, G. Moore.
Bell Tel. Hr, March 12, 1951 (5102)
Vesti la giubba; The rose ofTralee;
Celeste Alda.

Skansen, May 25, 1952 (5203)
Trollsjon; Land, du valsignade; !ch hab'
kein Geld, bin vogelfrei.
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iSwedish Radio Concert, Stockholm
Concert Hall, Sept. 28, l 945 ( 4502)
Je crois entendre encore (Les pecheurs

de perles).
Swedish Radio Concert, Stockholm
Concert HaJJ, July l 8, 1958 (5804)
Svarta rosor (Sibelius); Standchen

Orkeslertorenlngen

~
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Swedish Radio Concert, Gothenburg
Concert Hall, Aug. 5, 1960 (6004)
Jag langtar dig; Kuda, kuda (Evgeny
Onegin); In fernem Land (Lohengrin).
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(Strauss).
The Gothenburg concert announcement

J.B. in a rare test pressing:
• Studio rec. 1949, alternate take 1 of
Berceuse (Jocelyn).

NEIL SI-IJCOFE' continued 011 page 7

beginning of his career. He told me
that Jussi was, and still is, his favorite
tenor. Neil said that at the start of his
Met career, around 1976-7, he used to
listen all the time to Jussi's tapes before
going on stage. My reaction was, "Now
I understand why your name is on the
Honorary Advisory Board of the
JBS- USA!"
When I asked him whether he liked
Bjorling in Puccini or other repertoire,
h e said "I love his Verdi very very

much and Jussi had the most beautiful
voice and technique! [ like Correlli,
Pavarotti and Domingo as well, but for
other reasons"
1 told Neil that from the first time I
heard him, I was impressed by the fact
that when he reached high-notes, his

that she follows the example of Bjorling's wife. When I gave him three of
my previous programs ( with English
translations) on Caruso, Bjorling and
Kiepura, and added that he might not
have time to listen to them, Neil was
impatient and said quickly: "Just give

voice became bigger (just as with Jussi)
whereas with most tenors the high
notes narrow toward the top.
Dawn, his second wife, now manages
Neil's career. On this subject, I noted

me the Jussi stuff!!"
Then he became nostalgic, when I
showed him the original program
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from the old Met, of Jussi's return to
sing Turiddu on November 16, 1959.
On Tuesday 13th April, I saw the
premiere of "La fuive." Sitting in the
first row, I was very much impressed
with the following cast: Conductor:
Daniel Oren; Director: David Pountney; Eleazar: Neil Shicoff; Rachel:
Marina Poplavskaya; Leopold: Robert
McPherson; Cardinal Brogni: Roberto
Scandiuzzi; Princess Eudoxie:
Annick Massis.

Shicoff gave a great performance,
very emotional. His powerful voice
may have lost some of its brilliance
and gotten somewhat metallic, but for
me that did not take away the impact
of his tragic performance. All other
singers mentioned gave good performances, and the conductor Oren, showed
great understanding of the score. An
unforgettable evening and again-a
milestone at the Israeli Opera House
After the performance I went to

congratulate Neil and managed to give
him a copy, just received by mail from
Eric Wimbles, of the "Jussi Bjorling
Saga" and two other CDs of JB's film
and TV appearances. Neil and his wife
were so delighted to have those CD's!! ■

Mati Zeti-Elboim is our correspondent
in Israel. He has presented several radio
programs on f B on Israeli radio, and
has written often for our publications
and for the Scandinavian Society.
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Reunion in Minnesota: Centennial Conference Plans

Old Main campus, Gustavus Adolphus

any of us have warm m emories of the JB Society conference held in St. Peter, MN in
2001. Since then, we've been together
in NY, Sweden and Charleston, but the

M

meeting at Gustavus Adolphus College
had many special qualities: we were all
together conveniently for m eals, the
event themselves were concentrated at
the College and we were treated to the
warm hospitality of Jan and Anders
Bjorling.
Although there is an huge slate of
exciting events planned for 2011 in
Sweden (see the article in this newsletter), many of our members here may
not wish to travel that far (or that expensively!). With that in mind, the
Jussi Bjorling Society-USA is proposing a commemorative conference in St.
Peter, MN, at GAC, June 22-26 of 2011 .
This will probably be the principal
US celebration. 0f Jussi's centennial.
We have already been in contact with
speakers from earlier conferences,
several of whom have been enthusiastic

about this opportunity to meet again in
Jussi Bjorling Hall.
We have established with the College
that those dates will be available for
our gro up.
What we now need to know is to
hear from you that you will plan to
attend as we plow ahead with concrete
plans for the conference. We expect
to have preliminary costs and sign-up
sheets in the next (November)
newsletter.
By the way, just as the earlier conference group moved on to Santa Fe for
other musical activities, it sh ould be
possible for folks to arrange to travel
together to San Francisco for the SFO
"Ring" cycle.

- JBS Board

